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logical sect, who concern ourselves about lives and fortunes also, I am not so much hurt as to stifle any part of his fond letter.1
" SIR,
am afraid there is something in the suspicions of some people, that you begin to be short of matter for your Lucubrations. Though several of them now and then, did appear somewhat dull and insipid to me, I was always charitably inclined to believe the fault lay in myself, and that I wanted the true key to uncipher your mysteries, and remember your advertisement upon this account. But since I have seen you fall in an unpardonable error, yea, with a relapse: I mean, since I have seen you turn politician in the present unhappy dissensions, I have begun to stagger, and could not choose but lessen the great value I had for the censor of our isle. How is it possible that a man, whom interest did naturally lead to a constant impartiality in these matters, and who hath wit enough to judge that his opinion was not like to make many proselytes; how is it possible, I say, that a little passion (for I have still too good an opinion of you to think you was bribed by the staggering party) could blind you so far as to offend the very better half of the nation, and to lessen off so much the number of your friends ? Mr. Morphew will not have cause to thank you, unless you give over, and endeavour to regain what you have lost. There is still a great many themes
1 J[t has been suggested that this letter is by Swift. The Examiner, vol.lv. No. 43, said that Steele's friends "acquainted him with many little incidents and corruptions in low life which he has not touched upon ; but, instead of a favourable answer, he has rejected all their hints for mirth and waggery, and transcribed scraps of politics, &c." Another protest against Steele's incursion into politics is printed in Lillie's " Original Letters sent to the Tatler and Spectator" i. 56.